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MELINDA HOUSE 
Petition 

Dr J.M. Woollard presented the following petition bearing the signature of one person - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Melinda House and her family.   

Melinda is 42 years old.  She lives at home with her mother, who is 68 years old, in Manning.   

Melinda has a severe physical and intellectual disability.  She needs assistance in attending to all her 
needs.  Her mother continues to shower and dress her and tend to all areas of personal care.  She 
physically lifts her daughter in and out of her wheelchair.   

At 68 Mrs House is extremely concerned about how long she can continue this intensity of care.  Whilst 
she “loves Melinda to death”, and has cared for her for 42 years, she is finding it increasingly difficult 
to care for her, and, in effect, to “function for two people”.  She also fears for the future should she 
become unable to care for Melinda.   

Some respite is thankfully received from Monday to Thursday when Melinda is funded to join in a 
programme of activities for four hours a day.  She goes swimming and engages in a range of activities 
with a small group, which she enjoys.   

Mrs House’s other daughters live in Sydney and have young children of their own.   

They are concerned for their mother and insist on her having a break with them, which they pay for, 
when possible.  Mrs House would love to have more contact with her grandchildren, and feels, as well, 
that her daughters need her help while the children are young.  Apart from the support of her daughters, 
Mrs House has very few other informal supports to relieve the pressure on her.   

Three years ago Mrs House felt she could no longer manage Melinda’s care at home and that it was 
time for Melinda to establish an independent life for herself in the community with the support she 
needed.  Mrs House applied for accommodation support funding and was alarmed and dismayed when 
advised that her application was unsuccessful.   

Mrs House has now been applying for accommodation funding for Melinda for more than three years, 
and has been unsuccessful SIX times.  She has been told that unless her circumstances change she is 
unlikely to be funded.  She is left wondering how her circumstances can get any worse.   

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to:  

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need.   

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need.   

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with 
disabilities in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in 
activities during the day.   

[See petition No 72.] 
 


